[bookmark: _GoBack]Essay # 1:
Close-Reading Poetry Analysis
 
For your first essay you will be writing close literary analysis of one of the poems from this week’s reading. Be sure you have read Chapter two closely in Literary Analysis: The Basics by Celena Kusch as she discusses methods for close reading. As Kusch writes, “literary analysis depends on reading and interpreting the individual words of a text” (30).  Because poetry is generally a shorter form, every word holds importance as does the grammar, syntax and even the way the author has chosen to lay out the words on the page. Everything on the page is significant, and it is your job to break down and analyze what this significance might be.
 
Use the questions outlined on page 33-36 of Literary Analysis: The Basics to get brainstorm for your analysis. If you haven’t received your book yet, these pages are also available on Google Books.
 
Guidelines:
·       Think about the poem you chose and the answers to the questions on pages 33-36 that you came up with and create a working thesis (See module on this). Your thesis statement should be the last sentence of the introduction. Remember “When you write an extended literary essay you are essentially making an argument. You are arguing that your perspective-an interpretation, an evaluative judgment, or a critical evaluation-is a valid one” (Purdue OWL).
·       Plan your body paragraphs by making an outline and deciding which examples/explanation you will use in each paragraph to support your topic sentences. Be sure to take examples from throughout the article. 
·       Be sure each paragraph has a clear topic sentence.
·  Plan your introduction and conclusion. Remember that beginnings and endings are very important.
· ·DO NOT SUMMARIZE the poem. Analyze the analyze instead.
· ·      Your essay should be 3-4 double spaced pages, roughly 500-750 words (use MLA format).
· ·      Explain your ideas clearly; write well developed paragraphs; organize your ideas logically. Be sure to cover the requirements of the assignment.
· ·      Reread your essay and edit carefully to make sure that you have used conventional mechanics spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
· ·      Give your paper a creative title.
· ·      Be sure to correctly cite the poem you have chosen in your Works Cited page.

Week readings 
·       Read  Chapter 2: “Close Reading” in Literary Analysis: The Basics and Reading Poetry: 20 Strategies (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,  as well as the following poems:
Sunday Morning by Wallace Stevens (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Daddy by Sylvia Plath (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
Let America Be America Again by Langston Hughes (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
The Second Coming (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. by W.B. Yeats


